Yizkor: Is There an Afterlife?
If Yes, Why Doesn't the Torah Mention It?
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It is not [in nature] that man should be rewarded for
performance of a commandment or punished for committing a
transgression but by a miracle. If man were left to his nature or his
fortune, his deeds would neither add to him nor diminish from
him. Rather, reward and punishment in this world, as mentioned in
the entire scope of the Torah, are all miracles, but they are hidden.
They appear to the onlooker as being part of the natural order of
things, but in truth they come upon man as punishment and
reward [for his deeds]. It is for this reason that the Torah speaks
at great length of the assurances concerning this world, and does
not explain the assurances of the soul in “the World of Souls.” 12
These [assurances mentioned in the Torah as recompense for the
observance or transgression of the Divine Commandments] are
wonders which go contrary to nature,!® while the existence of the
soul [after the death of the body] and its cleaving unto G-d are
the proper way inherent in its nature that she returneth unto G-d
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(8] “But how can they hope to glorify themselves with the argument
of a rich afterlife to someone who has experienced the reward in this
world? Was not the composition of the [Jewish] prophets and pious
ones closer to the life of the World to Come than anyone [of another
religion] who has not reached that level?”

110 {1} The Kuzari said: “How far-fetched it is to believe that the
human being can be completely destroyed, losing both body and soul.
Only the philosophers—based on their own beliefs—could reconcile
such a notion.}”3

[2] “[What is even more far-fetched is that which] other religions say,
that a person will live eternally in paradise because of one word that he
utters. He may know no other word his entire life, and he may not even
understand what he is saying. How great must this word be, if it trans-
forms one from the level of the animals to the level of the angels! Fur-
thermore, one who never utters this one word will revert to the level of
the animal, even if he lives his whole life as a wise philosopher, doing
good and striving for angelic qualities all his days!”

111 The Rabbi said: “We [on the other hand] do not deprive from
any person his just reward for his good deeds, regardless of which
nation he hails from. At the same time, the ultimate good is reserved
for the nation that is closest to God during their lifetimes.!7* We assess
the degree of a person’s closeness to God after death according to his
level before death.”

112 The Kuzari said: “If so, then utilize the comparison for the oppo-
site, and assess the Jews’ level in the World to Come based on their cur-
rent {downtrodden and spiritually distant] status in the world today.”

113 The Rabbi said: “I see that you disparage us because of our pov-
erty and lowliness, and yet it is with these very attributes that the lead-
ers of the other religions exalt themselves. They [i.e., Christians] take

173. The philosophers belief is that only one’s intellect remains after death,
attaching itself to the Active Intellect. See 5:14.

174. Tt is therefore Judaism’s belief that a righteous gentile also has a share
in the World to Come. However, that share is not comparable to the share of a
righteous Jew, known here as the “ultimate good.” See T.B., Sanhedrin 105a
(we follow the opinion of R. Yehoshua) and M.T., Hilchoth Teshuva 3:5.




